THE IMPORTANCE OF THE TEPEE
This lesson will take 1 week to complete a diorama of a Native American village.

SUBJECT:

Social Studies, Art
STUDENT CONTENT AREAS TO BE ADDRESSED:

Communication Arts:  Standard 1,  Benchmark 7,  Standard 2,  Benchmark 6; Art:  Standard 2,  Benchmark 5 (Visual Arts);  Social Studies: Standard 6, Benchmark 4
GRADE LEVEL:

K-8

LESSON DESCRIPTION:

Students will listen to a story.  Students will discuss the importance the tepee had in the village.

MATERIALS:

Skewers
Paper bags/scraps of leather
Markers

Native American symbols

Tape/glue
BACKGROUND KNOWLEDGE:

What was the importance of the tepee?  The tepee needs to be respected.  By tradition of the Crow, their teepee is pure white.  The teepee has twenty-one poles.  The teepee is made of four basic poles, which represent the four seasons.  The other poles are stacked between the four basic poles representing different things.  One pole is located in the rear that the covering is tied to, this pole is for the chief, or the owner of the lodge.  There are also two pole tied to either side of this pole, representing the “helpers”.  The Crow do not paint their teepees.  They want them to be clean and represent purity.  The teepee was made of hides that were sewn together, now they are made from one piece of canvas.  Long ago, stones were used to hold the teepee in place.  Now the teepee is fastened down with stakes and pins to the ground.  
CLASSROOM ACTIVITY:

Teacher will read aloud “Tepee, Sun and Time” from the Indian Reading Series.  Before reading make predictions about what they think will happen in the book.  Discuss the importance of the tepee to the tribe.  Discuss the way that the Native Americans were able to tell time.  Discuss the seasons of the Native Americans.  Students will make a diorama of a Native American village.  Students will use their prior knowledge of the Crow symbols to decorate their tepee.

Students will use skewers and brown paper bags or scraps of leather for their tepees.  Use felt tip markers to create the symbols on the tepee.

ASSESSMENT:
The students will be assessed on their presentation of their Native American village.
