INDIAN EDUCATION FOR ALL

CURRICULUM UNIT

on the

Northern Cheyenne 
TITLE: Northern Cheyenne: Past to Present
AUTHOR: Susan Seastrand

SCHOOL/COUNTY: Ayers Colony Elementary, Fergus County

DURATION: 10 days
GRADE LEVELS: 1st – 8th 
INDIAN RESERVATION ADDRESSED: Northern Cheyenne

CONTENT STANDARDS ADDRESSED: 

Communication Arts Speaking and Listening 
Communication Arts Reading

Communication Arts Media Literacy

Communication Arts Writing

Social Studies

Math

Science
OVERVIEW: This unit will take the learner on a journey following the Northern Cheyenne people from the Great Lakes area to Montana demonstrating the tenacity of the Cheyenne to hold fast to their traditions and culture.
OBJECTIVES: The students will foster an appreciation for the Cheyenne people realizing the importance of family, culture and traditions.
ESSENTIAL UNDERSTANDINGS ADDRESSED: 1, 2, 4, 5, 6
RESOURCES: 
Busby Bilingual Education Program.  Busby School of the Cheyenne Tribe Bilingual                              

      Education Curriculum Guide.  Busby, MT.

Essential Understandings Regarding Montana Indians.  Office of Public Instruction.

         http://www.opi.mt.gov/Programs/IndianEd/index.html. Revised 2008.
Hobel, E.A.  The Cheyennes: Indians of the Great Plains.  Fort Worth: Harcourt Brace

       College, 1988. 
We, the Northern Cheyenne People Our Land, Our History, Our Culture. Lame Deer,

        Montana: Chief Dull Knife College, 2008.

Weist, T. A History of the Cheyenne People.  Billings, MT: Council for Indian

         Education, 2003.
MATERIALS: 
Map of Montana reservations
United States map

A History of the Cheyenne People by Tom Weist

Cheyenne animal sheet (www.native-languages.org/cheyenne_animals.htm)

paper clay
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Lesson One

Historical Causes and Effects

(One class period)

Communication Arts Reading Standard 2: Students read by applying foundational skills and strategies to comprehend, interpret, analyze, and evaluate texts.

Benchmarks: 2.5, 2.7, 2.8, 2.12, 2.13, 2.14

Essential Understanding 4: Reservations are land that have been reserved by the tribes for their own use through treaties and was not “given” to them.  The principle that land should be acquired from the Indians only through their consent with treaties involved three assumptions:  1) Both parties to treaties were sovereign powers, 2) Indian tribes had some form of transferrable title to the lands, 3) Acquisition of Indian lands was solely a government matter not to be left to individual colonists.
Essential Understanding 5: There were many federal policies put into place throughout American history that have impacted Indian people and shape who they are today.  Much of Indian history can be related through several major federal policy periods.
Grade Levels: 5th – 8th 
Beginning Activity: Begin by showing a map of the Montana reservations and have students identify the Northern Cheyenne Reservation.  Also show a map of the United States and have students identify the Great Lakes region. Explain that the Cheyenne were originally from the Great Lakes area and moved westward because of pressures from the east.  Around 1830, the Cheyenne split into two groups (the Northern Cheyenne and the Southern Cheyenne).  
Questions to consider: 

Why do you think the Cheyenne split into two groups?

Do you think the Cheyenne consider themselves one or two groups now?
Explain that because of westward movement by people from the east, the buffalo herd became split.  This caused some Cheyenne to move north to northern Wyoming and southeast Montana while the other group stayed south along the Arkansas and S. Platte Rivers in Colorado, western Kansas and Oklahoma.
Activity: Divide the class into groups and give each group several paragraphs about key events in Cheyenne history.  The groups are to read and discuss the event and be prepared to tell the class what happened as a result of the key event.
Note: key event paragraphs are taken from the book, A History of the Cheyenne People by Tom Weist, pages 39-87.
Assessment:  An informal assessment will be conducted by the teacher.
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Lesson Two

Sand Creek Massacre 

(Three class periods)

Communication Arts Writing Standard 5: Students will write to communicate effectively for a variety of purposes and audiences.
Benchmarks: 5.2, 5.3, 5.6, 5.7, 5.10, 5.11

Essential Understanding 6:  History is a story and most often related through the subjective experience of the teller.  Histories are being rediscovered and revised.  History told from an Indian perspective conflicts with what most of mainstream history tells us.  

Grade Levels: 5th – 8th 
Activity:
1) Demonstrate to the whole class how to use a graphic organizer to select and 
     narrow a topic (Northern Cheyenne Indians).
2) Narrow the topic by asking questions
    - Is Northern Cheyenne Indians too broad? yes

- What specifically do I want to know about? battles

-  Is battles too broad for this paper? yes

- Which battle do I want to know more about? Sand Creek Massacre

- Is Sand Creek Massacre too broad? no; Too narrow? no

- What do I want to know about the battle? (make web)

      - Why were the N. Cheyenne in Colorado at the time?

      - Why did the military not keep their promise?

      - Who won the battle?

      - What happened to the survivors after the battle?

      - Why is this battle important to the N. Cheyenne?

3) Have students begin to gather information. The students will paraphrase
    the information and write it on index cards.  Students should use at least

    one internet source and at least one book.
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Lesson Two (con’t.)

Sand Creek Massacre 

(Three class periods)

4) Thesis statement (change questions into a statement)

      - declarative sentence

      - shows that the paper is on a single topic/issue

      - establishes investigation

      - points to a conclusion

5) Research proposal (short paragraph)

       - gives purpose of paper

       - gives intended audience

       - states your role as a writer

       - includes thesis statement

6) Students will prepare an outline using information gathered
7) Students will write their introduction

8) Students will write the body of their paper
9) Students will write the conclusion

10) Students should revise, edit, and proof their paper.  Students should provide
     peer editing for each other.
11) Students will cite their paper correctly
12) Students will publish their work in a format determined by the teacher
Assessment: The final paper will graded using a rubric determined by the teacher.
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Lesson Three

Sand Creek Massacre Percentages

(One class period)

Communication Arts Media Literacy Content Standard 4: Students effectively evaluate and create media messages.

Benchmarks: 4.1, 4.3, 4.4, 4.5, 4.6, 4.7
Math Content Standard 1:   A student, applying reasoning and problem solving, will use number sense and operations to represent numbers in multiple ways, understand relationships among numbers and number systems, make reasonable estimates, and compute fluently within a variety of relevant cultural contexts, including those of Montana Indians.
Benchmarks:  2, 5, 6
Essential Understanding 6:  History is a story and most often related through the subjective experience of the teller.  Histories are being rediscovered and revised.  History told from an Indian perspective conflicts with what most of mainstream history tells us.  

Grade Levels: 5th – 8th 
Activity: The students will be given several accounts of the Sand Creek Massacre that that contain different numbers of survivors and casualties.  The students will critically analyze the content and devise a way to compute the percentages of casualties according to how many women and children, how many men, as well as how many survivors.
Assessment: An assessment will be based on each student’s outcome.
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Lesson Four
Cheyenne Chiefs

(Two class periods)

Communication Arts Media Literacy Standard 4: Students effectively evaluate and create media messages.
Benchmarks: 4.1, 4.3, 4.4, 4.5, 4.6, 4.7
Essential Understanding 6: History is a story and most often related through the subjective experience of the teller.  Histories are being rediscovered and revised.  History told from an Indian perspective conflicts with what most of mainstream history tells us.  
Grade Levels: 4th – 6th 
Activity: Begin by telling the students a brief history of the Cheyenne people including a story about the Sand Creek Massacre and the Fort Robinson breakout.  Next, students will be given a list of Cheyenne chiefs to research in books, newspapers, and the internet.  

After gathering information, the students will create “trading cards” of Indian chiefs.
Assessment: The trading cards will be graded using a rubric determined by the teacher.
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Lesson Five
Animal Classification 

(Two class periods)

Communication Arts Reading Content Standard 2: Students read by applying foundational skills and strategies to comprehend, interpret, analyze and evaluate texts.
Benchmarks: 2.2, 2.5, 2.7
Communication Arts Speaking and Listening Content Standard 1: Students know and understand the role of the communication process and demonstrate effective speaking and listening skills.

Benchmarks: 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.4, 1.6, 1.7, 1.8

Science Standard Three: Students, through the inquiry process, demonstrate knowledge of characteristics, structures and function of living things, the process and diversity of life, and how living organisms interact with each other and their environment.

Essential Understanding One: There is great diversity among the twelve tribal nations of Montana in their languages, cultures, histories, and governments. Each nation has a distinct and unique cultural heritage that contributes to modern Montana.
Grade Levels: 1st – 3rd 
Activity: 

Day 1: Begin by having the students make a list of animals near their home.  Next, 
discuss
 the differences between herbivores, carnivores, and omnivores.  Hand out the sheet on Cheyenne animals.  Have the students classify the animals near their home and the Cheyenne animals as herbivores, carnivores, or omnivores.
Day 2: Have the students choose one animal from each group to research and write a short paragraph telling about each animal.

Day 3: Using paper clay, have the students make models of the animals they choose on Day 2.

Day 4: If desired, each student may paint their animals.  The students should be prepared to tell the class about their animals.

Assessment: An informal assessment will be conducted by the teacher based on how well the student performed each task.  A formal assessment will be based on the oral report to the class.
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Lesson Six
Fort Robinson Breakout

(Two class periods)

Communication Arts Media Literacy Standard 4:  Students evaluate and create media messages.
Benchmarks: 4.2, 4.3, 4.4, 4.5, 4.6, 4.7
Essential Understanding 2: There is great diversity among individual American Indians as identity is developed, defined and redefined by many entities, organizations, and people.  There is a continuum of Indian identity ranging from assimilated to traditional and is unique to each individual.  There is no generic American Indian.
Essential Understanding 5: There were many federal policies put into place throughout American history that have impacted Indian people and shaped who they are today.  Much of Indian history can be related through several major federal policy periods.

Essential Understanding 6: History is a story and most often related through the subjective experience of the teller.  Histories are being rediscovered and revised.  History told from an Indian perspective conflicts with what most of mainstream history tells us.  

Grade Levels: 5th – 8th 
Activity: Begin by telling the students the history and background story of Fort Robinson.  Next, students will research the Fort Robinson breakout using multiply resources and comparing them to use in creating a Google Earth Tour of the route from Fort Robinson back to Montana.
Assessment: The assessment will be based on the students’ knowledge and their Google Earth Tour using a predetermined rubric.
